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This summer, Mr. Chen Ming-yuh from Chihlee Institute of technology
proposed this idea to us. After we knew that he strongly wanted to help the kids
in a remote place, we were deeply touched by his positive attitude and kindness.
As a result, the six of us embraced the mission after having our parents’
permission.

At first, we even didn’t know what we are going to do. Then Mr. Chen told
us we should apply our English ability to the E-book about Mao-ao. We were all
very excited at first, feeling that we could finally use what we learned to help
someone indeed. Besides, we hope this English material can help those kids in
Mao-ao fishing village to learn their hometown through a new way. Also, when
you’re reading this book, we wish you can enjoy the stories, and, experience the

beauty of Mao-ao with us.
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Mao-ao fishing village

It was a great sunny day. Derek’s parents drove their car on the Provincial
Highway Two. They were heading to the MauOau Community. It was located
on Taiwan’s north-east coast.

“Mommy, what’s MauOau fishing village? “Derek asked, since he was going to
live in there for a while.

“Oh! When we talk about MauOau fishing village, we always see it as one of
the few fishing villages that still remain traditional in Taiwan.” Mom replied
carefully.

“Do you know how valuable it is in days when things are developing quickly?”
“Absolutely! However, the village has followed the government’s policy and
has some changes recently.” Dad claimed right after Mom stopped talking.
“Yet, its traditional facet will never change no matter what and it’s always
worthwhile for us to appreciate it again and again.”

When Dad and Mom stopped talking, Derek got another question.

“Does MauOau fishing village have any scenic spot or attracting
characteristics?” he asked.

“Actually, MauOau Bay is one of the few sea areas which contains various
kinds of sea lives in Taiwan. It is also good for Taiwanese abalones, lobsters,
agar, and numbers of sea creatures to grow. When you stay with your
grandparents, you’ll definitely see people drying the agar in the sun in front of
their houses.”
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Agar

Derek felts great passion and the wind right away when he arrived at
grandparents’ house. Cute grandma was the first person to welcome him.

Derek still remembered that grandma likes to swim very much. She was in the
sea every time Derek saw her. But today, grandma stood in front of the door to
welcome her beloved grandson, calling Derek’s name loudly.

After Derek said goodbye to mommy and daddy, grandma brought him into
the house. Derek sweated a lot; he grabbed the drink on the table and drank it at
once. He found the drink was so thirst-quenching and delicious so he asked
grandma that what the drink was made from. It’s really surprising that the drink
had a long story behind it and the story is closely related to grandma.

“The drink is agar jelly, it is made from agar, and it is a kind of alga in the sea.
First, we will clean the agar with water and dry it in the sun. Second, boil it until
it turns sticky. Later, we will cool it down and it will finally turn into the
delicious agar jelly! “Grandma said.

“But how can we pick the agar from the sea?”” Derek asked.

“Of course we’ll dive into the sea and pick it. The agar that grows in 3 meters
deep is the most delicious! It’s really deep! We pick the agar from April to June
every year.”Grandma said.

“Will you wear the fit wetsuit like the people on TV? It is very cool!” Derek
asked.

“We were all very poor at that time. Where can we get the wetsuit? We didn’t
have those at that time.”Grandma answered.

“Do you still pick agar now, grandma? I think you are too old now, haha!”
Derek laughed at his grandma.

Grandma gave Derek a punch.

“Silly kid, don’t look down on your grandma. I pick the agar myself to make the

delicious agar jelly for you!” Grandma smiled.
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Stone House Fu-lian

After resting for a few days, Derek and grandpa went for a walk again.

“Grandpa, it’s so hot! Can we go home?”’Derek kept complaining.

“Please calm down, Der. I’ll take you to a cool and special place, and I promise

that you’ll forget the hot weather when you get there. Come on, it’s just over

there!”Grandpa comforted his grandson who was in a bad mood because of the
weather. Grandpa smiled, took Derek’s hand and walked to the stone house.

“Here we are!” grandpa said, pointing at the house which was almost a ruin.

“Ohhhhhh | Grandpa ! We have walked for so long and I am almost killed by

the hot weather, and what we have done is just for this strange...”Derek

complained and looked up. “What’s this kind of house? And why I have never
seen it before? It’s so much different from those in Taipei! What’s more...it is
made by stones, and it seems that there’s nothing helping it stand still...what
exactly is this, grandpa? ” Seeing the stone house for the first time, Derek asked
many questions. He almost forgot he was still complaining a second ago.

“Well...it’s called the stone house. The one we’re looking at was a house

belonged to a rich person. Because his family caught the most fish three years in

a row, he built this house with two floors, and used the second floor which has

no room to dry the fish and store the food,* said grandpa.

“But why stones? Aren’t they afraid that the house isn’t strong enough and will

fall down?”Derek asked, and he still looked at the stone house.

“They used local material. Long time ago, there were some people living in

Mao-ao fishing village. They built houses by using stones here and made the

stones stacked and squeezed together. In this way, the house can against the rain

and keep warm inside. What’s more, it is warm in the winter and cool in the
summer, and it’s even stronger than cement.”

“Wow! That’s really cool! A house made by stones!” Derek said, and walked
into the house carefully. “It’s really cooler than outside! Grandpa, there are so
many treasures in Mao-ao that can’t all be found out. I have never seen so cool
a house even in Taipei. By the way, grandpa, may I make this place my secret
corner? There isn’t any single person living here now?”’Derek begged.

“I’m sorry, my good grandson. Because of the wind blowing, the sun shining,
the rain washing, and some people wanted to build new house, the number of
the stone houses cut down from 100 originally to 20 or so now. There are many
uncles and aunts helping remain them. For the community, the stone house has

a big specialty and the memories we have together. ”Speaking of this, grandpa
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shook his head and sighed.
“Well...it is so surprising that the stone house is so precious. In that way, I want
to do the same thing those uncles and aunts do, because I like the stone houses
very much.” Derek said.
“Fine, fine. You’re really my good grandson. In fact, there is still much
information about the stone house that I don’t know. If you like it so much, why
don’t we go home and find out the information? In that way, you can learn more
about the stone house.”Grandpa suggested.
“Well, of course. How can I know nothing about the secret of the treasure as I’'m

one of the members in Mao-ao0?”’Derek answered and smiled.
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Mao-ao stone house(2E &)

1. Original
Long time ago, there were some people living in Mao-ao fish village, and
they built houses by using stones here and made the stones stacked and
pushed together. In this way, the house can against the rain and keep
warm inside. What’s more, it is warm in the winter and cool in the summer,
and it’s even stronger than cement. This is the stone house that we see

today.
2. Construction

The material of the stone houses in Mao-ao is sedimentary stone, and the
framework of the houses is made by the bamboos from the mountain. And
most of the roof was made by wild thatched.

There are three patterns and three building methods of the stone houses.
Sometimes different building methods represent different social status of

the house owner.

(1) the building methods
AELE]
Bl is a method to build normal people’s house. This kind of building
method doesn’t refer to the size of stones. Using different size of stones to
build the house is also the most common method.
B. M)
FHZAD) is the method to build the rich people’s houses. It is difficult to
find the stones of same length and thickness so we need some experts to
make the natural stones into the same size. Then we use those stones to
stack together horizontally.
C. A5
The wall of this kind of stone house is made by the stones that are in the
same size and already processed. What’s more, the stones are stacked in
the angle of 45. This method gets its name from the gaps that between
stones, which are just look like the Chinese character” A .”

(2) patterns
A —fFHE
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The roof with a straight line is its specialty. This kind of pattern has two
doors and the walls that are made by the natural stones or roughly
shaped stones.

B. B{fiF

It’s a kind of pattern that has another building beside the main one. It is

just like an arm stretching from the body.
C. =&k

The shape of this pattern is like "], and it’s the most common shape of

farmhouses.

The information is from: http://www.necoast-nsa.gov.tw/
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Ketagalan

It was the last day of the summer vacation. Derek got up earlier than usual
to take a walk alone. As he walked along the shore, he saw a girl far away. With
the curiosity, he went toward her. “It’s a nice day! What are you doing here?”
asked Derek. “To feel the breeze. I love the sticky and salty wind here,”
answered the girl. “It’s so comfortable,” said Derek. Suddenly, the girl said,” Ah!
My grandma is calling me. I have to go. Good bye!” “Hey! Wait! I haven’t
asked your name!” shouted Derek.

It was the first day of school. Derek excitedly came to Fu-lian elementary
school. Unexpectedly, as he stepped into the classroom, he saw the girl he had
met yesterday. When he was going to talk to her, the teacher came in and asked
everyone to give a self introduction. Derek was the first one. “Hello, everyone!
I’'m Derek. I’'m from Taipei and now live with my grandparents. I hope we can
be good friends. Nice to meet you.”

The girl was the last one. Walking slowly to the stage, she was going to tell
them her story. “Good morning. My name is Iris. I’m an aborigine. I belong to
Ketagalan, which is one of the Ping Pu group. My grandma tells me that
Ketagalan means where we can see the ocean. My ancestors have lived here for
a long time, living on farming and hunting. We have special civilization and our
own ways to live, but it changed a lot after the Han people came to Taiwan.”

“Iris, it seems that you know very well about Ketagalan. Can you talk more
about it to us?” asked the teacher.

“No problem! Let me tell you some of our customs and cultures first!
Ketagalan is a matriarchal society, so women are responsible for farming. As for
men, they are in charge of defense and worship.”

Iris kept going, “Although each of the Ping Pu group has their own
languages and cultures, they have one thing in common, that is a ceremony of
honoring ancestors. We believe that the souls won’t disappear after the people
die. Oppositely, they will take care of the descendants with other ancestors. Also,
we have a special way to tomb the dead. We bend their limbs like a baby in the
mother’s womb, and then put them into the tomb. By the way, there will be a
number of sacrificial things, which means that the ancestors are still highly
regarded and that we will never forget them.”

The teacher praised, “Excellent! Iris, you understand your culture so well!
Now, please let me explain something.”

“Yes, teacher,” said the class.
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“At that time, facing powerful Han culture, the Ping Pu group had only two
ways to survive: be assimilated or moved to remoter mountains or seaside. Now,
their culture almost disappeared.” Mr. Lee explained and encouraged the
students, “Today, I hope that Iris’ brief introduction can inspire your curiosity
and concerns of the Ping Pu group. I expect another chance for us to discuss the
beautiful civilization of the Ping Pu group.”

After listening to Iris’ story and Mr. Lee’s explanation, Derek was deeply
touched. Through the story he found that there is not only blue sea and sticky
wind, but also impressive stories as well.

Mr. Lee said, “In order to let Derek understand Mao-ao earlier, I decide to
bring you to visit the scenic spots here during the activity class in few weeks.”
Every student was happy because of Mr. Lee’s words. From then on, Derek

started to expect his school life. To him, it would be a great experience.
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Snorkeling

In fact, before coming to Mao-ao, Derek was already curious about the
ocean. He looked forward to going to school today because they were going to
snorkeling in activity class. Derek, who never tried snorkeling, got extremely
excited without a doubt.

There came the activity class. Mr. Lee started to introduce the functions of
the equipments and how to use them.

“Everyone, because today is just a basic training lesson, we are going to practice
in the abalone pool. Before we get into the water, we’ll have to know some must
have. There is something what we called “the three treasures for snorkeling™.
Does anyone know what they are?”” asked Mr. Lee.

“Me! Me!” Samuel raised his hand and answered, “my father had told me once.
They are facemask, flippers, and snorkel.”

“Absolutely! Beside those, wet suit, life vest, and gloves are all necessary.
Facemasks help us see things under the water for a long period of time. Our
eyes can’t combine visions together under the water. We can’t see things clearly
though we can open our eyes, so facemasks provide clear visions; snorkels help
us swim and breath at the same time. We don’t have to flow out of the water to
breath and can also save some extra energy, but they can only be used around
the sea surface; flippers increase driving power. They help us do rising and
diving actions. They also save us a lot of energy.”

“What’s more, wet suits prevent us from losing body temperature too fast and
also keep us from being harm by animals and plants in the water; life vests
make us flow on the water to keep us safe. Lastly, gloves can protect our hands
from being cut or stabbed by rocks or jellyfish so that we can do everything we
want in the water safely. ¢’ said Mr. Lee, giving a detailed instruction before
getting into the water.

“Teacher, I can’t swim. Can I go snorkeling? ”’

“Snorkeling is different from swimming, so if you can’t swim, you can still
snorkel. As long as you are not afraid of being in the water, you can go
snorkeling. ”Mr. Lee answered.

Then, Mr. Lee gave the students all the equipment. Helping them put on
wetsuits and life vests, Mr. Lee tested out all the equipment. They were going to
get in the water.

“Guys, are you ready? Now, please hold each other’s hand, float on water

together, and keep yourself floating comfortably.” Mr. Lee said.
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“Ha ha...Floating up and down is so cool. The sky is so beautiful.” Derek said.
“Do you enjoy it? We are so lucky to stay in the water in such a hot day.” Mr.
Lee talked and adjusted the poses of the students at the same time, and he tried
to ease the nervousness by chatting with them. Later, Mr. Lee asked the students
float in the face down position.

“Next, use your snorkel, breathe with your mouth directly, and follow what I
just told you. Breathe in and out slowly. Give it a try.”Mr. Lee said.

Then, Mr. Lee taught other important snorkeling skills.

“Teacher, I’'m so tired. I’'m so hungry.” Benson said in a begging voice.

“All right, you have stayed in the water for some time. It’s time to go ashore.
Actually, snorkeling is a kind of exercise that is very good to our health. It even
has more advantages on losing weight than swimming. Snorkeling can not only
lose weight but also see the beautiful sea creatures, isn’t it wonderful? ”Mr. Lee
said.

“That’s right. It’s really very cool and I am so happy. But, I’'m so tired. Can we
go ashore?” Derek begged.

“Ok! Let’s go ashore!” Mr. Lee said. All the students cheered at the same time.
The snorkeling lesson was so much fun. It was so different to be in the
water yourself. After wearing all the equipments, it was just like a sailor waiting

to explore the sea. Everyone held hands to make a circle, floating up and down
on the sea. You could look up at the blue sky and white clouds when you were
doing the backstroke. You could look down to the sea bottom when you dived
down, too. You would feel very peaceful since it took away all of your worry. It
seemed that the entire ocean was our campus. Though we were just practicing in
the abalone pool, we could go to train at Mao-ao bay in the future. We would
see more and more creatures in the sea. It was so exciting! It was great that we

could snorkel in the activity class.
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San Diego Lighthouse

Today was also a sunny day. Mr. Lee was going to take these little kids to
another funny place for their activity class.
“Guys, are you ready?” Mr. Lee asked
“Yes, we’re ready. Where are we going?”’ Derek asked.
“We are going to the San Diego Lighthouse.” Mr. Lee answered.
“San Diego? What a strange name! ” Derek asked.
“The name was from Spanish which means ‘a beautiful place.” In 17" century,
Spanish had colonized Philippines and wanted to take over Northern Taiwan.
When they arrived at the northeast corner of Taiwan waters, they did not know
the place name, but the Spanish named here San Diego in order to record the
logbook, and it is the earliest record from foreigners of the northeast corner of
Taiwan. Moreover, the people living there translated San Diego to Sam-tiau,
and this place is the most eastern cape of Taiwan, so we called it Cape San
Diego.”Mr. Lee answered.

Everyone understood and nodded. They were amazed at the teacher.
“Shall we go?” Mr. Lee asked.
“Ya! Let’s go!” Everyone was happy to go.
Walking for a long time, they finally reached San Diego Lighthouse.
“Wow...so beautiful.”Derek said in amazement.
“Yep...where are we? Aren’t we in Taiwan? It seems to be in Greece.”
“We are now at San Diego Church. It used to be a warehouse but it was rebuilt
with a European church style now. Let’s keep walking to San Diego
Lighthouse.” Mr. Lee said.
“This is San Diego Lighthouse. It is the only lighthouse that opens to visitors in
Taiwan. ”Mr. Lee said.
“Why do we have lighthouse?”’Iris asked.
“When Japanese took over Taiwan, two Japanese ships were destroyed in a
storm and sank ,so the Governor-General of Taiwan built the lighthouse and
completed it in 1935. Although being destroyed in World War II, The San Diego
Lighthouse has been guided ships near the coast for 77 years. The lighthouse is
a building that contains strong light to warn and guide ships away from danger,
and it also provides a protection to fishermen sailing at sea. San Diego
Lighthouse is an important guide to help the ships work in the waters of

northern Taiwan.”Mr. Lee answered.
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“Wow...this long round building doesn’t just stand beside the sea. It has such an
important use.”Derek said.

“That’s right. Actually, things in our life are not simply what you see. If you pay
more attention to them, you will find that they have affected you a lot.” Mr. Lee
said.
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Ma Gang intertidal zone

It’s another exciting activity class; this might be the last activity class in
this semester. The teacher told everyone, “Okay! Since you have experienced
snorkeling, you must have known more about this wonderful deep blue sea.
Today, I'm going to take you to a place which is not far from the San Diego
lighthouse. We are going to Ma Gang intertidal zone near Mao-oa!” All of
sudden, students in the classroom all started to scream and shout, jumping up
and down. “Okay! Okay! Don’t be so excited! Hey! Guys! Be quiet! You can
see many cute animals and plants on Ma Gang intertidal zone.”

“Great! We can go to the sea! Who wants to play the water fights with me?”

“Don’t ever think about it! I won’t let you do that!” the teacher said
“Besides, You’ll have a worksheet after the trip!” students quickly felt
disappointed. Though Derek also hated to write worksheet, he was still excited
because he was able to know more about Mao-ao. He couldn’t wait to go to Ma
Gang right away.

Ma Gang is not far from Mao-ao, so they arrived there in a short time. When
they arrived at Ma Gang intertidal zone, Derek asked the teacher “Is there any
animal in this place? I didn’t see any of them!”

“Really? The exciting show is about to start! Now please go into the water
and see what you get.” said the teacher. When everyone was going to step in the
water, Mr. Lee suddenly shouted “Wait! In order not to let you get hurt, all of
you must wear gloves. Here’s the gloves, put them on. You can’t run. And be
careful not to be hurt by those rocks.” After putting on the gloves, all of the
classmates went into the water except Derek.

“Hey! Why don’t you come into the water?”” Samuel said.

“Come on! The water is cool!” Mark held Derek’s hand and took him into the
water. But as soon as Derek stepped in, he shouted and quickly pulled his leg
out of the water.

“There is a slimy thing inside the water!” said Derek.

“Oh!” said the teacher “You stamped on a sea cucumber.”

“What is a sea cucumber? Is it something we can eat?”” Benson asked.
“Though this is also a kind of sea cucumbers, I don’t think we can eat it. If we
can eat it, then this sea cucumber will be taken away before we see it,” the
teacher said.

So Benson could only walk away with disappointment. All of sudden, Benson
saw another thing that attracted him.

“Who threw noodles on the rocks? It’s such an immoral action! But the color is
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so cool! Is it chocolate flavor?”’he asked Mr. Lee.

“They are not noodles.” Derek smiled, “Those are Aplysia’s eggs. I’ve seen that
on TV.” “Yes, they are.”Benson said.

“Aplysia? Oh, I Know that!” said Iris. And she took an animal in strange shape
from the water. “Is this the Aplysia?”

Mr. Lee smiled and said “Exactly! Though it looks really strange, its antennas
are just like the ears of rabbits. So people called them Aplysia. It means the
rabbit under the sea.”

“And the small things on the rocks like volcanoes, it’s called ‘the Barnacle.’
They are not plants but animals,” Mr. Lee said.

“Wow! Really?” They all felt surprised.

“This 1s what [ want to show you. You may see nothing far from the sea, but you
can find another fantastic world if you look carefully,” Mr. Lee said. “Okay!
Now go find other creatures in the sea. But you can’t take any of them from the
sea. If you have any problems, just call me. Also, you cannot be out of my sight,
or you will have ten more worksheets. Do you understand?”

“Yes!” everyone responded at the same time.

It was so much fun! Everyone feasted on the joy of observation, especially
Derek. Leaving the prosperous Taipei city, though he couldn’t play video games
and watch TV at will, he got another kind of happiness. It was the satisfaction of
embracing Mother Nature with his heart. At Ma Gang intertidal zone, Derek saw
a lot of creatures. He even caught a hermit crab. He really wanted to keep the
crab, but because he remembered his teacher’s advice and didn’t know how to
keep it, Derek only took a picture with his new friend and put it back. What’s
more, what impressed him most were the seashells. He thought that seashells
were all in dull grey color, but he saw some were pure white, colorful, and the
ones with beautiful stripes. Star fish and basket star with strange shapes also
surprised him a lot. All a sudden, it was already dusky. Derek looked at this
amazing intertidal zone, recalling the interesting afternoon. He could barely

leave. He didn’t walk up to the beach until Iris called him.
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Eco-friendly education

Mr. Lee took a walk in the intertidal zone, enjoying the sea breeze and the
laughter of the children. This was a kind of happiness for one who had lived in
city for a long time. Mao-ao let him know that a corner outside the city could
make people feel so comfortable.

However, as time went by, when he knew the place more, he found that
after using the advantage offered by the land, the visitors usually left the trash
on the beach. Therefore, he felt a glimmer of sadness, since he knew that it
would be a great damage to the seaboard ecology.

Suddenly, he felt his foot hurt, and he noticed that it was cut by the pieces
of the glass. He carefully pulled out the pieces and looked after the wound.
Seeing that the teacher was hurt, the students showed their concerns. Mr. Lee
said, “It’s OK! I'm fine.” He thought that it would be a good chance to give the
children a lesson.

“Kids, actually, I’'m hurt because of the pieces of the wine bottles. Maybe
someone forgot to take the garbage away, they might not do it on purpose, but it
will not only damage the environment but may also hurt someone else! This is a
precious place. Let us protect here together and don’t let it become ugly or even
disappear, okay?” Mr. Lee said.

“Yes!” the kids said.

“Let us pick up the garbage!” Mr. Lee said.

The kids and Mr. Lee picked up the garbage at the seaside together. Mr.
Lee saw the kids put efforts to protect their favorite place, and then he thought,
“This lovely and happy place will last forever because of these cute kids.”

After many kinds of activities in Mao-ao, Derek found that the culture and
the environment here were all very rich. Although Derek only had the last year
elementary school life in Mao-ao, he still hoped that Mao-ao’s beauty could last

forever.
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We don’t know how to start at first and now we accomplish the whole
story. There were so many obstacles. We didn’t realize it was a difficult task
until we start it. It is challenging for us to outline, let alone to write a story and
to translate, which were far beyond our imagination. We never thought that it
would be so hard. Luckily, 6+1 is a perfect group. With cooperation, support,
laughing and cheering together, we had successfully solved every obstacle we
encountered. What we do is not just an e-book; most importantly, we hope that

the whole world can see the beauty of Mao-ao.
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